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 The Cattaraugus County Health Department is urging anyone who plans to view the solar eclipse on April 8, 2024 
to avoid looking directly at the sun unless they are wearing special eye protection.  Without proper protection, viewers 
run the risk of damaging their retinas, which could cause an inability to see colors, the loss of central vision or even 
permanent blindness. 

 On April 8, 2024, a total solar eclipse will cross North America, passing over Mexico, the United States, and 
Canada. total solar eclipse happens when the Moon passes between the Sun and Earth, completely blocking the face of 
the Sun. People viewing the eclipse from locations where the Moon’s shadow completely covers the Sun – known as the 
path of totality – will experience a total solar eclipse. The sky will become dark, as if it were dawn or dusk. Weather 
permitting, people along the path of totality will see the Sun’s corona, or outer atmosphere, which is usually obscured 
by the bright face of the Sun. 

 The only way to look directly at the sun when it's not eclipsed or is partially eclipsed is with a special solar filter, 
such as eclipse glasses or a handheld solar viewer. Goggles, homemade filters, or sunglasses, even very dark ones, will 
not protect your eyes. Also, always avoid looking at the sun through an unfiltered camera, telescope, or any other 
optical device. You'll need to add a certified solar filter to these devices to safely look at the sun. 

 Eclipse glasses and handheld solar viewers are inexpensive and can be purchased from many retailers. However, 
not all meet the required ISO 12312-2 international safety standards, (ISO 12312-2 international safety standards) make 
sure yours do. Even if your eclipse glasses meet the safety standards, don't use them if: 

• The lenses are scratched. 
• The lenses are wrinkled. 
• They are older than 3 years. 

 You can also make your own simple and inexpensive pinhole projector, (https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/14391/) to 
safely view the eclipse. Be sure to follow instructions carefully, and never look at the sun through the pinhole. 

 Review more event safety viewing guidelines at NASA’s Total Solar Eclipse Safety webpage accessible at the 
following link, (https://science.nasa.gov/eclipses/future-eclipses/eclipse-2024/safety/) 
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	The Cattaraugus County Health Department is urging anyone who plans to view the solar eclipse on April 8, 2024 to avoid looking directly at the sun unless they are wearing special eye protection.  Without proper protection, viewers run the risk of damaging their retinas, which could cause an inability to see colors, the loss of central vision or even permanent blindness.

	On April 8, 2024, a total solar eclipse will cross North America, passing over Mexico, the United States, and Canada. total solar eclipse happens when the Moon passes between the Sun and Earth, completely blocking the face of the Sun. People viewing the eclipse from locations where the Moon’s shadow completely covers the Sun – known as the path of totality – will experience a total solar eclipse. The sky will become dark, as if it were dawn or dusk. Weather permitting, people along the path of totality will see the Sun’s corona, or outer atmosphere, which is usually obscured by the bright face of the Sun.

	The only way to look directly at the sun when it's not eclipsed or is partially eclipsed is with a special solar filter, such as eclipse glasses or a handheld solar viewer. Goggles, homemade filters, or sunglasses, even very dark ones, will not protect your eyes. Also, always avoid looking at the sun through an unfiltered camera, telescope, or any other optical device. You'll need to add a certified solar filter to these devices to safely look at the sun.

	Eclipse glasses and handheld solar viewers are inexpensive and can be purchased from many retailers. However, not all meet the required ISO 12312-2 international safety standards, (ISO 12312-2 international safety standards) make sure yours do. Even if your eclipse glasses meet the safety standards, don't use them if:

· The lenses are scratched.

· The lenses are wrinkled.

· They are older than 3 years.

	You can also make your own simple and inexpensive pinhole projector, (https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/14391/) to safely view the eclipse. Be sure to follow instructions carefully, and never look at the sun through the pinhole.

	Review more event safety viewing guidelines at NASA’s Total Solar Eclipse Safety webpage accessible at the following link, (https://science.nasa.gov/eclipses/future-eclipses/eclipse-2024/safety/)
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